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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Dear delegates, 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the Disarmament and International Security Committee 
(UNGA 1) for the third edition of ANMUN 2013.  I am delighted to serve as your Chairperson 
assisted by the Director (Aradhya Tripathi) and the Rapporteur (Misha Gupta). 

The executive board is really looking forward for some heated debate and intense discussions. 
We advise you to firs go through the background guide and then commence with your research. 
We are willing to support you throughout the conference and would be happy to address your 
queries inside and outside the committee.  We promise to make your experience fun and 
knowledgeable.  

Looking forward to meeting you all, 

Best of luck, 

Regards 

Isha Batra 

Chairperson.    
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AGENDUM 

The situation in Syria 
 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 
Human beings have made much progress from our quality and way of life in the previous century. We 
have fought for equality in all its forms – be it racial, gender or socio-economic equality, and we have 
worked very hard with freedom as an end-goal in mind. Yet even today freedom is not a right that 
everybody enjoys. Still, people face oppression all over the world, and the international community is 
relatively paralyzed. This is the case with the Arab World, where people have been mistreated by their 
local regimes, and have come to the realization that standing up to their governments and demanding 
freedom is the only way through which they will acquire it. Following the uprisings in Tunisia, Libya and 
Egypt, protests began in Syria in March 2011 calling for democracy and freedom; this lead to the most 
significant uprising that the Arab World has ever witnessed. The Syrian government, with President 
Bashar al Assad as its primary commander, responded to the protests by ordering the national military and 
intelligence forces to attack the people in hopes of suppressing the uprising. The people were not scared 
of the attacks that their own government was conducting against them, and, with regional and 
international assistance, a group of rebels gathered and were able to form several opposition parties to 
fight the regime. The battles have been devastating, bloody and inhumane. After 18 months of national 
unrest, more than 18,000 people killed, at least 20,000 others detained, and the attempts of the UN, Arab 
League and international community to appease the situation, the crisis still intensifies by the day and 
spirals towards a sectarian civil war that would have grave national, regional and international 
consequences seeing how multiple intricate security matters are hanging by a thread depending on the 
outcome of this battle. As the situation exacerbates daily, it becomes increasingly urgent to reach a 
common ground on which the quarreling parties share some sort of agreement that ensures the 
termination of the violence that continues to rob civilians and fellow humans of their homes, lives, 
parents, children and existence. The United Nations Security Council has failed to pass a resolution due to 
inability of its permanent members to reach an agreement that puts the wellbeing of the Syrian people 
above the personal gain of their own countries, and the Secretary-General has been faced with false 
promises and an inability to effectively step into the quarrel and reach any tangible reform. 

 

HISTORY OF SYRIA 

Syria, with its particularly violent history has been ravaged by wars time and time again. From 
overcoming the Ottoman rule and the French rule to joining the United Arab Republic, it underwent many 
tumultuous years before the Alawite Assad family brought some stability. After a brief stint as a defense 
minister in 1966, Hafez Al Assad of the Ba’ath party was elected president in 1971 for 7 years after a 
referendum.   Hafez Al Assad was successful in bringing about political stability to the country but did so 
by a policy of repression. One of his first actions as the president was to drop the constitutional 
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requirement of being a Muslim to become a president which led to nationwide rioting and had to be 
finally suppressed by the army. Post the war with Israel, he began to stress on Syria’s adherence to Islam.  

Hafez Al Assad died in 2000 and was succeeded by his second son, Bashar Al Assad. Bashar fought 
election uncontested, with voters being asked to reject or accept his candidacy. Bashar advocated for 
more political freedom, releasing close to 600 prisoners and allowing the Muslim Brotherhood of Syria to 
resume their activities. But the next few years were marked by strained international relations. Pressure 
over Lebanon, relations with Israel and sanctions from the USA after accusation of WMD’s led to hostile 
environments. However things went out of hand in March 2011. 

The wave of Arab uprisings that began with the Tunisian revolution of January 2011 reached Syria in 
mid-March, when residents of the small southern town of Deraa took to the streets to protest the torture of 
students who had put up anti-government graffiti.  However, the security forces shot dead a number of 
people, triggering days of violent unrest that steadily spread nationwide over the following months. The 
unrest soon spread to other parts of the country. Protestors demanded reforms including the ouster of 
Bashar Al Assad. On 21 April, the government formally declared the repeal of an emergency law that had 
been in place since 1963 and which allowed the government sweeping authority to suspend constitutional 
rights. The same month the Syrian government launched the first of what became a series of crackdowns, 
sending tanks into restive cities as security forces opened fire on demonstrators.  

When the dictatorial regimes of Tunisia and Egypt were toppled by popular unrest few expected Syria to 
follow. Despite facing similar economic and social challenges that had prompted rebellion elsewhere, 
Syrians appeared to support their young president who had cultivated an image as a populist anti-western 
modernizer. After the violence of Deraa in March, they had called on Assad to reform not resign. Yet, his 
security forces responded with live fire, killing hundreds in Deraa and elsewhere, while the president 
offered only piecemeal reforms. The regime fashioned a narrative that protests were led by criminal 
armed gangs, intent on stirring up sectarian divisions within Syria’s heterogeneous population. In the 
early stages it was mostly regime-backed militia from Assad’s own Alawi sect that were responsible for 
any violence, while most protestors remained peaceful and inclusive. Tragically, as regime violence 
continued and protests spread, with over 9,000 deaths in the first year, it soon consumed the whole of 
Syria within a short span of two years. 

TIMELINE OF THE UPRISING 

1. Deraa Massacre (Also written as Daraa or Dara) 

The Syrian uprising is said to have gained traction after the brutal massacre at Deraa. Deraa is a small 
town in southwest Syria, almost on the border with Jordan. Protests in Deraa began in late March, 2011 
when a group of largely apolitical youth activists started peaceful protests against the detention of some 
school students that had allegedly written anti-government graffiti on the walls. Soon many protestors 
took to the street chanting anti corruption slogans and demanding an end to the 48 year old rule of 
dictatorship along with the release of political prisoners. However, the demand for Basher-Al-Assad’s 
resignation had not yet come in.     
By the third day of the protests, news of similar protests elsewhere in the country started pouring in.   
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The government responded with a show of military might. Post April 25, the military set up blockades 
around Deraa, preventing people from neighboring towns to come in and help. Strict curfews were 
imposed and all sources of information were cut off with mobile phones being banned. Heavy clashes 
between the protestors and the army personnel became increasingly common with casualties on both 
sides. While the exact figures are impossible to verify, Human Rights Watch estimates that over 400 
people have been killed in Deraa alone. There have been attacks on the al-Omari mosque, which served as 
a rallying point for protesters and a makeshift hospital for the wounded protesters post the Friday noon 
prayers as well as rumored attacks on funeral procession. Eye witness accounts have stated that ‘snipers 
from roofs’ have been forcing the men to stay inside their houses and letting women out only at pre 
determined times for essential shopping of food. Security personnel have been revealing ‘shoot to kill’ 
orders and have been allegedly denying medical assistance to the wounded.  

Syrian authorities have repeatedly blamed the protesters in Deraa for initiating the violence and accused 
them of attacking security forces who, on several occasions, have opened fire on medical personnel or 
rescuers who tried to carry the wounded away. Security forces had taken control of most of the hospitals 
in Daraa and detained the wounded who were brought in.  
in early May, the Syrian troops began to withdraw from Deraa. However, military personnel till remain in 
the city to ‘keep the situation under control’.  

http://www.hrw.org/news/2011/06/01/syria-crimes-against-humanity-daraa 

2.Jabal Al Zawiya Massacre 

The Jabal al-Zawiya massacres took place on 19–20 December 2011, in the Idlib province of Syria. Most 
of those killed in the Jabal al-Zawiya area, 40km (25 miles) south-west of the provincial capital Idlib, 
were reportedly army defectors.  

On 20 December, government forces backed by tanks reportedly launched an operation to hunt down the 
defectors who managed to escape. 

Activists said there was fierce fighting around Kafrouaid for much of the day, as troops picked off the 
defectors one by one. They then reportedly fired on civilians trying to flee to nearby woods out of fear of 
detention. 

A Lebanese human rights activist, Wissam Tarif , told reputed news agencies that 269 people had died in 
Idlib on 20 December alone - 163 of them defectors, but also 97 government troops and nine civilians. Mr 
Tarif said more and more Syrian soldiers were refusing to kill their own people, and defecting in huge 
numbers. 

"We are seeing in different areas of Syria a resistance taking place," he said. "The Arab League has called 
on the Syrian army to stop obeying its political leadership and therefore now we see a high number of 
defections in the army. 

This was one of the deadliest massacres as many of the dead were burnt beyond recognition and 
systematically slaughtered.  

"In Jabal al-Zawiya alone, we are talking about more than 3,000 defectors. There is a number circulating 
of more than 10,000 soldiers in all [of Syria]," he added. 

http://www.hrw.org/news/2011/06/01/syria-crimes-against-humanity-daraa
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This was one of the deadliest massacres as many of the dead were burnt beyond recognition and 
systematically slaughtered.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-16287450 

3.Houla Massacre  

According to Al-Jazeera, Houla had been a popular hub for protests even before defectors formed the 
Free Syrian Army and post its formation, it became a hub for militants. It had been seeing many anti 
government protests post the Deraa Massacre.  

The Houla massacre was one of the deadliest attacks in the Syrian Uprising that took place on 25th May 
in the small town of Houla. United Nations observers on the ground have confirmed that at least 108 
people were killed, including 49 children and 34 women. Some were killed by shell fire, but the majority 
appeared to have been shot. The official statement from Damascus has been that most of the deaths were 
caused by rooms being sprayed with bullets rather than point-blank executions to the head, as earlier 
reports suggested. 

 Activists, eyewitnesses and human rights groups - including the UN's high commissioner for human 
rights - point the finger at the Syrian army and the shabiha, a militia dominated by members of President 
Bashar al-Assad's heterodox Alawite sect. The government however denies all responsibility, saying its 
soldiers were attacked and armed terrorists went on to shoot and knife civilians. 

It was an aattack that began with the army shelling the town and ended with militiamen killing people 
house-by-house late into the night. According to the U.N. investigation, of the 108 confirmed dead, 
"fewer than 20" were killed by tank and artillery fire. Most of the remainder were killed in "summary 
executions", and "entire families were shot in their houses" in the village of Taldo.  

The Syrian government alleged that Al Qaeda terrorist groups were responsible for the killings, and that 
Houla residents were warned not to speak publicly by opposition forces. "Women, children and old men 
were shot dead. This is not the hallmark of the heroic Syrian army," foreign ministry spokesperson Jihad 
Makdissi told reporters in Damascus. This claim has been contradicted by the U.N. Human Rights 
Council's report published in August 2012.  

The Free Syrian Army stated that “It is becoming difficult to honor the ceasefire if the security of citizens 
is at risk” post the massacre. This also saw the emergence of many anti UN groups who felt that the peace 
plan negotiated by Kofi Annan was dead and that they were being killed under the UN’s observation.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-18233934 

4. Homs Massacre  

The Homs massacre was a Syrian Army crackdown on the opposition stronghold of Homs beginning in 
early February 2012 and ending with the U.N. brokered cease fire on April 14, 2012.  

Syrian security forces have insisted that the 100 deaths were the work of the al-Nusra Front - Islamist 
militants fighting alongside the rebels. However, activists said pro-government gangs, known as Shabiha, 
were to blame.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-16287450
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-18233934
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homs
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Abu Yazen, an opposition activist in Homs, said the rebel Free Syrian Army occasionally entered the 
farmland of Basatin al-Hasawiya to attack a nearby military academy. "Assad's forces punish civilians for 
allowing the rebels to enter the area," he said. Other activists said the raid was carried out by pro-Assad 
militia. 

Russia, which has backed Assad throughout the revolt both in rhetoric and through its veto of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions condemning Assad, dismissed suggestions Damascus was behind the 
explosions. 

"I cannot imagine any bigger blasphemy," Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov told journalists during 
a visit to Tajikistan. 

The number of deaths during the artillery strikes and subsequent clashes has varied widely, ranging from 
181 to 250, but no official figure could be confirmed, partly due to the Syrian governments ban on 
reporting.  

http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/01/17/us-syria-crisis-idUSBRE90G09R20130117 

CURRENT SITUATION IN SYRIA 
Over the past two years, Syria has experienced an explosion of decades of pent-up rage against the Assad 
regime. Faced with a vicious response by government forces, the initially nonviolent uprising has 
progressively changed into an armed rebellion and civil war. Nevertheless, the regime has intensified its 
policy of brutality and intransigence. Nearly 70,000 people have died in the conflict to date, and one 
million refugees have fled into neighboring countries, with another 5,000 joining them every day, 
according to UN estimates. 

Much of the international community has stood by to watch, whether cynically, perniciously, or 
helplessly. 

Currently, the Syrian crisis is characterized by the government’s gradual loss of control and an underlying 
competition for influence among regional powers. 
 
Over the last year, the Free Syrian Army (FSA), the principal military coalition opposing the Assad 
regime, has significantly improved its capabilities, developed access to better weapons, and benefitted 
from defections from the Syrian army. Large swaths of the country, primarily in the north, seem to have 
been abandoned by government troops or taken over by opposition forces. 

In response to these attacks from the FSA (FREE SYRIAN ARMY), the regime has again backed their 
actions in the past by meeting opposition with escalating brutality. 

1.The Syrian National Coalition. 

The wide variety of political groups, exiled dissidents, grassroots activists and armed militants has been 
unable to agree on how to overthrow President Bashar al-Assad. 

Several groups, however, have tried to form coalitions to unite opposition supporters in Syria and gain 
international help and recognition. 

National Coalition for Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition Forces 

http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/01/17/us-syria-crisis-idUSBRE90G09R20130117
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In November 2012, Syrian opposition factions agreed to set up a new and more inclusive leadership 
council at a meeting in Doha, Qatar. 

It was hoped the National Coalition for Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition Forces, which includes 
members from within Syria and abroad, would gain widespread international recognition as the country's 
sole legitimate representative, become the conduit for all financial and possibly military aid, administer 
areas controlled by rebel forces, and plan for a post-Assad transition. 

'Civil, democratic Syria'  

A blueprint for the National Coalition was outlined in a document published by the veteran dissident Riad 
Seif, who was subsequently elected one of its two vice-presidents. His proposals were based on the Cairo 
conference documents agreed in July 2012, which called on revolutionary and political opposition 
factions to "unite under one leadership framework". 

Following the Doha meeting, the National Coalition declared that it was working "to aid and support the 
revolutionary forces struggling to overthrow the Assad regime and to transition Syria towards a 
democratic and pluralistic civil state".  

"The coalition also plays an important role in liaising between the needs of the Syrian people and the 
international community," it added. 

According to its website, the National Coalition is dedicated to: 

• Ensuring absolute national sovereignty and independence for Syria 
• Preserving the unity of the Syrian people 
• Preserving the unity of the country and its cities 
• Overthrowing the regime, dismantling the security forces, and holding responsible parties 

accountable for crimes against the Syrian people 
• Not engaging in any dialogue or negotiations with the regime 
• Upholding the opposition's commitment to a civil, democratic Syria 

Ahmed Jarba became president of the National Coalition after a leadership overhaul in July 2013 

Jarba is a tribal figure from the eastern province of Hasaka who has connections with Saudi Arabia. He 
defeated businessman Mustafa Sabbagh, Qatar's point man in the opposition. 

The old leadership of the coalition had failed to offer the Syrian people anything substantial and was 
preoccupied with internal politics. 

More and more emphasis is being put on establishing diplomatic relations so as to improve the situation 
within the country and abroad. 

The question still stands, till when will innocent people lose their lives? 

2.The Syrian National Council. 
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The Syrian National Council (SNC) is a coalition of opposition groups formed in October 2011 to offer a 
credible alternative to the Syrian government and serving as a single point of contact for the international 
community.  

The current president is George Sabra, a Christian and a veteran leftist dissident. 

He replaced Abdelbaset Sayda, a Kurd, in November 2012, shortly before the creation of the National 
Coalition for Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition Forces. 

Mr Sayda and his predecessor, Burhan Ghalioun, were both criticised for failing to reconcile different 
groups within the opposition and present a united front. 

The SNC's website says it is committed to the following principles: 

1. Working to overthrow the regime using all legal means 
2. Affirming national unity among all components of Syrian society and rejecting all calls for ethnic 

strife 
3. Safeguarding the non-violent character of the Syrian revolution 
4. Protecting national independence and sovereignty, and rejecting foreign military intervention 

It has laid out plans for a transitional period which would see it: 

1. Form an interim administration 
2. Hold an all-inclusive national convention on democratic change 
3. Organise the election of a constitutional assembly within a year to draft a new constitution and 

hold free parliamentary elections within six months of the new constitution being approved 
4. Form a judicial commission to investigate crimes against humanity and form a national 

reconciliation commission 

The new Syria, the SNC states on its website, will be a "democratic, pluralistic, and civil state; a 
parliamentary republic with sovereignty of the people based on the principles of equal citizenship with 
separation of powers, smooth transfer of power, the rule of law, and the protection and guarantee of the 
rights of minorities". 

The SNC, which is dominated by Syria's majority Sunni Muslim community, has struggled to win over 
Christians and members of President Assad's Alawite sect, who each make up about 10% of the 
population and have so far stayed loyal to the government. The council's primacy has also been 
challenged by the National Co-ordination Committee (NCC), an opposition bloc that still functions within 
Syria and is led by longstanding dissidents, some of whom are wary of the Islamists within the SNC. 
Several members of the SNC have also complained about its ineffectual leadership. 

The SNC has also found it difficult to work with the Free Syrian Army. However, the two groups have 
agreed to co-ordinate their operations and the SNC has urged the international community to support the 
rebels. 

3.Free Syrian Army 
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Military groups 

The Free Syrian Army was formed in August 2011 by army deserters based in Turkey and is now led by 
Gen Salim Idriss. At its founding, the group said it would seek to "work hand in hand with the people to 
achieve freedom and dignity, topple the regime, protect the revolution and the country's resources and 
stand up to the irresponsible military machine which is protecting the regime". While the FSA has 
claimed to have as many as 40,000 men under their command, analysts believe there may be no more than 
10,000.They are also still poorly armed, and many have only basic military training. The FSA has 
admitted that it is unable to directly confront the Syrian army, which is estimated to have 200,000 
soldiers, and hold on to territory. Nevertheless, a growing number of defections, partly caused by 
sectarian division, is weakening the military, strengthening the FSA and increasing the violence. The 
army's rank and file is largely Sunni while its leadership is mainly Alawite. 

'Liberated'  

At first, the FSA's fighters were limited to small-scale attacks in the north-west. But soon operations 
spread to the cities of Homs and Hama, and major rebellions were launched, triggering a series of 
government crackdowns. In January 2012, a string of the capital's eastern suburbs briefly fell into FSA 
control, bringing the armed rebellion to the city's outskirts for the first time. However, security forces 
forced the rebels to retreat within days. The FSA suffered a major setback in February 2012, when the 
military launched a major offensive on its strongholds in Homs, notably the district of Baba Amr. 
Activists said an estimated 700 people were killed as rockets and shells rained down for nearly a month. 
Troops moved into the city in early March after the FSA staged a "tactical withdrawal". The insurrection 
appeared to be on the verge of being crushed, and the rebels spent the next two months regrouping. The 
sides said in April they would abide by a ceasefire negotiated by the UN and Arab League's envoy, Kofi 
Annan, as part of his peace plan. However, the FSA and the government accused each other of violating 
the conditions and fighting resumed.  

CHANCES OF A REGIONAL SECTARIAN CONFLICT 
Sectarian violence and/or sectarian strife is violence inspired by sectarianism, that is, between different 
sects of one particular mode of ideology or religion within a nation/community. Religious segregation 
often plays a role in sectarian violence. 

As the past in Syria indicates regional sectarian conflict is something which has everyone in the country 
worried for a while now. 

The United States Of America, Russia are some countries which have expressed their concerns over this 
issue amongst many others. 

This not only endangers the areas nearby but could have dangerous implications for the entire nation. 

Shia-Sunni tension is on the rise right across the Middle East: the biggest single reason is the sectarian 
killing in Syria.  



AMITY NOIDA MODEL UNITED NATIONS 
DISEC 2013 

What is happening between Shias and Sunnis is becoming the Middle East's defining conflict - the one 
that crosses borders, the most destructive way that the Syrian war is spreading hatred and violence.  

The question to be asked is that how can one expect the citizens of a country feel safe when its own 
country is not providing them safety. 

 

REFUGEE SITUATION IN SYRIA 
It is not hard to imagine the plight of the innocent people living under such harsh conditions and why they 
have chosen to migrate to other countries to protect themselves and their families in search of a better and 
safer future. 

Refugees of the Syrian civil war or Syrian refugees are Syrian nationals, who have fled Syria with the 
escalation of the Syrian civil war. 

To escape the violence, more than 1.5 million Syrian refugees have fled the country to neighboring Jordan 
Lebanon, Turkey, Iraq and Iraqi Kurdistan, while thousands also ended up in more distant countries of the 
Caucasus, the Persian Gulf and North Africa. 

UN refugee agency has warned that the number of Syrian refugees in Turkey might reach as high as 1 
million by the end of the year. 
"In case of Turkey, we are already discussing with authorities, if that the number anticipated to be in 
Turkey by the end of the year might even reach to a million by itself. We have heard from Lebanon that 
they already have 1 million. So the numbers are absolutely huge [...] Is the international community 
prepared for the numbers that might come? The short answer is no," Carol Batchelor told the Anadolu 
Agency in an interiew. 
In Turkey there are currently over 400,000 Syrians who fled the three-year-old civil war in their country 
which according to the UN has killed more than 70,000 people. 

 

ASSAD IN THE EYES OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY 
Ms. Navanethem Pillay, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, said President Bashar 
al-Assad could end the detentions and stop the killing of civilians immediately, simply by issuing an 
order. Asked if he bore command responsibility for the abuses, Ms. Pillay said, “That is the legal 
situation. Factually there is enough evidence pointing to the fact that many of these acts are committed by 
the security forces and must have received [his] approval or complicity at the highest level  

[…] Because President Assad could simply issue an order to stop the killings and the killings would 
stop.” Ms. Pillay said she believed that the UN Security Council had enough reliable information to 
warrant referring Syria to the International Criminal Court (ICC). Shelisted what she called “horrendous” 
treatment of children during the unrest. “They’ve gone for the children - for whatever purposes – in large 
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numbers. Hundreds detained and tortured... It’s just horrendous,” she said. “Children shot in the knees, 
held together with adults in really inhumane conditions, denied medical treatment for their injuries, either 
held as hostages or as sources of information. There is no statute of limitations so people like [Mr. Assad] 
can go on for a very long time but one day they will have to face justice.” 

US Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton, said President Assad would be judged by events. “Given Assad’s 
history of over-promising and under-delivering, that commitment must now be matched by immediate 
actions,” she said. “If he is ready to bring this dark chapter in Syria’s history to a close he can prove it by 
immediately ordering regime forces to stop firing and begin withdrawing from populated areas.” 

 

AMBIGUITY IN THE NUMBER OF CASUALITIES  
The movement of foreign media and independent human rights organizations has been severely curtailed 
within the country, making the verification of casualty figures almost impossible. Syrian government 
sources and the state-run Syrian Arab News Agency (SANA) have been issuing casualty figures for 
specific events, but official estimates of the overall death toll have been more sporadic. The Office of the 
High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) in Geneva had been providing some of the most widely 
quoted estimates of death toll earlier in the uprising. Two of the organizations that the OHCHR had used 
were the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights (SOHR) and the Violations Documentation Center 
(VDC). Those behind these sites say they run verification on reports of casualties. However, the 
methodologies of the different sites vary and the tolls they have arrived at differ greatly.  

For example, as of 29 May 2012, the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights had put the number of 
civilian dead at 9,183, with 3,821 dead from the security forces. However, at the same time the VDC had 
a tally of 11,884 civilians killed and 2,159 casualties from the military and security forces. Most of those 
involved in trying to collect the information admit that current conditions in Syria simply do not allow for 
an accurate toll. Rupert Colville, spokesman for theUN commissioner for Human Rights, said “Everyone 
needs and wants a number - including us - but the cost for us of getting it wrong would be high and could 
undermine the credibility of our human rights reporting.” The activist Mr. Ali Hamad replied to that 
saying “The UN and NGOs can stop trying, but we Syrians can’t. I have lost cousins and school friends in 
Syria. The only thing that keeps us going is that some day we will be able to hold accountable those who 
have killed people simply for expressing an opinion.” Those at Syria Tracker say, “In the long run, we 
don’t feel that the specific counts are as important as the individual names, dates and places, which can be 
edited, updated, and revised over time. When the most accurate tally is collected and correlated across the 
different sources, we only hope that we can preserve the memory of a victim that may otherwise be 
forgotten.” 
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OPPOSITION’S VICTORY AND GOVERNMENT REACTION 
Wednesday 18 July 2012, a deadly attack delivered the harshest blow yet to President Bashar alAssad›s 
regime, taking the bloodshed into his inner circle of trustees. Three top officials were killed and a number 
of others were wounded in an explosion at a national security building in Damascus, state TV reported. 
The attack came after several days of violence in the capital. At least 189 people were killed across the 
country on that day, including 37 in Damascus and 69 in its suburbs, the opposition Local Coordination 
Committees of Syria said. The officials killed were Defense Minister Dawood Rajiha, Deputy Defense 
Minister Assef Shawkat – al-Assad›s brother-in-law, and Hasan Turkmani, al-Assad›s security adviser 
and assistant vice president, state TV reported. The Syrian Foreign Ministry replied to this attack and 
announced that the country possesses chemical or biological weapons, shaking the entire international 
community. Syrian officials warned that they would deploy chemical weapons against any foreign 
intervention, a threat that appeared intended to ward off an attack by Western nations while also offering 
what officials in Washington called the most “direct confirmation” ever that Syria possesses a stockpile of 
unconventional armaments. “Any stocks of weapons of mass destruction or any unconventional weapon 
that the Syrian Arab Republic possesses would never be used against civilians or against the Syrian 
people during this crisis at any circumstance, no matter how the crisis would evolve,” Syrian ministry 
spokesman Jihad Makdissi told reporters. US State Department spokeswoman Victoria Nuland said, “I 
think we’ve been absolutely clear where we stand on this issue, which is that any possible use of these 
kinds of weapons will be completely unacceptable. Any talk about any use of any kind of a weapon like 
that in this situation is horrific and chilling. The Syrian regime has a responsibility to the world, has a 
responsibility first and foremost to its own citizens to protect and safeguard those weapons.” Jordan’s 
King  

Abdullah II, one of the first Arab leaders to call for Syrian President Bashar al-Assad to step down, told 
CNN that the attack that killed members of Assad’s trusted inner circle is a “tremendous blow to the 
regime.” But the king cautioned that he did not think the attack meant al-Assad’s regime was about to 
crumble immediately. The king said the attack shows “cracks” in the regime, but his larger concern is the 
growing sectarian violence and whether it may lead to all-out civil war. “I think, as we continue to pursue 
the political option, the realities on the ground may have overtaken us,” he said. “Therefore I think the 
clock is ticking. I think we should continue to give politics its due, but if we haven’t already passed that 
window, I think we’re getting very close to a civil war. One of the worst-case scenarios, as we are trying 
to look for political solutions, would be if some of those chemical stockpiles would fall into unfriendly 
hands,” he said 

 

FURTHER READING AND SOURCES 
1. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-14703995 
2. http://www.lse.ac.uk/IDEAS/publications/reports/pdf/SR011/FINAL_LSE_IDEAS__SyriasBlood

yArabSpring_Phillips.pdf 
3. http://guides.library.cornell.edu  
4. http://www.lb.boell.org/web/52-722.html 
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